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Step by step stem:  jelly bean building

1. Jelly beans
2. Toothpicks

* Optional shape cards 

Supplies:

Tips:
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• Fill the dish enough to completely cover the bottom of the dish, but do not fill the dish to the 

top with milk.

• Use only 2-3 colors of food coloring dye at first to be able to observe the color mixing and 

swirling.

• Life the cotton swab out of the middle of the dish and stick it in other spots that have not 

swirled to see more color movement and mixing.



JELLY BEAN BUILDING
STEP BY STEP STEM

STEP 1 STEP 2 

Take one color at a time, and use 
toothpicks to begin building.Sort the jelly beans by color.

STEP 3 

STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6 

Create a shape that can sit flat on 
the table. 

Make 2 sets of flat shapes and add 
more toothpicks to make it stand up!

Keep building and making new shapes 
to see how high you can go!

Start with sticking a jelly bean on 
each end of a toothpick.

©Modern Preschool


